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ARTICLE BY DON DUN5TAN, PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. FOR "THE NEWS'1. 
16/4/71. 
All Australians would be sickened and outraged if one of our 
cricketers, tennis players or any sportsman was excluded from a 
national sido because he was an Aboriginal, a Protestant or his 
mother came from Bouginville. 
This is precisely what happens in South Africa. 
The most vicious kind of political test - that of skin colour -
is applied to sportsmen. 
As far as the South African Government is concerned its touring 
teams are ambassadors of apartheid. It doesn't matter how good 
a player you ore, you must first of all pass the whiteness test. 
This is why it is simply so much humbug to talk about the 
Australian Labor Party or the ACTU dragging politics into sport; 
that was done in Pretoria. 
It has nothing to do with the players themselves, numbers of whom 
oppose apartheid and some of whom have demonstrated that opposition. 
Regardless of their views, or those of the selectors, the Pretoria 
Government imposes its rigid and detestable apartheid policy on them 
Racialism in any form is one of the great scourges cf modern society 
and we in Australia have to set our faces against it. 
Vie are signatories to the United Nations Declaration on Human 
Rights which specifically outlaws racial discrimination and, 
however, imperfectly, we are seeking to create a society in which 
it has no place. 
In South Auotralia, indeed, the action of the South African 
Government in barring coloured players from a touring team would 
bring prosecution as it would contravene our Prohibition of 
Discrimination Act. 
Mr. McLeay's apologias for the white racist regimes of southern 
Africa are, by now, as well known as they are naive and there is 
little need to give the lie to them. 
South Africans brimming jails, filled with opponents of apartheid 
and with thousands of luckless Africans found without an up-to-date 
"pass" entitling them to move around their native land, the many 
decent/ 
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5outh Africans forced into exile by their opposition to the official 
view; such appalling laws as the "180-day clause" permitting 
indefinite detention without trial tell their own tragic story 
as do the daily cruelties and indignities of the South African 
social system. 
Mr. RcLeay makes great play of having visited the Johnnesburg black 
satellite town of Soweto. He did not mention what on unusual 
occasion this was since whites need a permit, rarely granted, 
to enter Soweto or any other African area. 
Apartheid, the apologists claim, is not a policy of oppression but 
merely of "separate development". 
They may care to recall the words of the late Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd 
when he was Minister of ative Affairs: "When I have control of 
native education I will reform it so that natives will be taught 
from childhood to realise that equality with Europeans is not for 
them...." 
There is nothing we, as a State Government can do to prevent the 
South Africans from coming here. 
But it was because we know what apartheid means and because 
acceptance of a South African national sports team, as a result 
of Pretoria's official attitude, would mean condoning this repugnant 
system that we decided that we would not co-operate in any way with 
a tour. 
We would oppose visits by any sports or cultural groups whose 
members were chosen on racial grounds, be they the South Africans, 
the Moscow Circus or the British National Theatre. 
It has been argued that this attitude will damage the anti-
apartheid cause within South Africa and that it will drive the 
Government towards a still harder line. 
I do not accept this. Over the years, despite continued contacts 
they have moved progressively to the right on racial issues. 
Continued dialogue just has not worked. 
Tours such as these can in fact be regarded as a victory for 
apartheid. 
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South Africans are as intensely sports-minded as Australians 
and to be isolated by the rest of the world may bring home 
to them to what degree their policies have made them an 
international pariah and this may lead to some liberalisation. 
It may not be much, but to quote an old proverb, it's better to 
light a candle than curse the darkness. 
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